
When you think of New Jersey, the first thing that comes to mind is what? The huge Cuban
community out there.

What was the most peculiar thought you recall ever having on stage during a performance?
Sometimes, if I’m sick, the main thought going through my mind is that I must finish and get through it.

What are you currently reading? I’m not a huge reader to be honest.

What’s on repeat on your iPod? I’m checking mixes for my new CD, a Christmas album coming out this
holiday season. It’s called “Christmas Fiesta.”

Fill in the blank: I perform because…I love it. It’s my passion.

What’s the first thing you feel like doing after a show? Just sitting down and having a glass of wine or a
drink and reflecting on the show with the guys from my band.

What is your greatest fear? To not be able to enjoy the process of what I do with my family.

What do you regard as your most superfluous indulgence? The very first car I bought: a Lexus.

What one talent do you wish you possessed? I wish I could play baseball. I wish I could play it well. Right field.

If you were not doing this, what would you be doing? I would probably be teaching and still in music—
anything in music.

Fill in the blank: When performing, my state of mind is…Concentrated.

What quality do you most admire in other artists and performers? Consistency. Longevity.

Fill in the blank: The state of music today is…Evolving. The industry is going through a lot of changes.

Sports or politics? Sports. Film or television? Film.

If you could be anyone else for a day, who would you be? This season, I wouldn’t mind being Alex Rodriguez.

For what are you most nostalgic? The places where I grew up here in Miami.

What performer do you most enjoy watching? I think the last show I really enjoyed was Billy Joel. And he’s
one of my biggest influences.

What’s the one thing you wish someone would say or write about your music that hasn’t
already been written or said? Maybe when it’s all said and done, that the songs I’ve written have substance.

Fill in the blank: Women respond to my music…Because it’s passion and lovemaking music.

Fill in the blank: Men respond to my music…Because of the passion in the performances.

What do you most dislike about the state of the world today? The continued lack of common sense.

What do you most admire about the state of the world today? That we live in a beautiful world and
there are so many beautiful places to go to and enjoy. Let’s keep it that way.

Fill in the blank: The future of music is…Alive and kicking. It will always be that way but the industry has to
live up to the quality of music out there.

The greatest mistake one can make in love is what? To underestimate the power of it. �
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PERHAPS IT BEGAN WITH THE ASCENDANCY OF Ricky Martin in the late ‘90s, or maybe the explosion of Jennifer Lopez in the new
millennium; but regardless of its catalyst, pop music’s love affair with Latin-influenced sounds and stylings has been on an obvi-
ous rise over the last decade—and the ceiling is nowhere in sight. So we caught up with Jon Secada, one of the genre’s most
ambitious champions and talents, at his Miami home and talked about wine, A-Rod, and the influence of Billy Joel on his music.
Oh, and his upcoming performance at the Atlantic City Hilton on June 9.

Interview by Nick DiUlio

JON SECADA

“This is the second
season doing [Latin

American Idol] and it’s
a lot of fun. I’m having
a great time doing it.
It’s a ball and there is
some great talent out

there…I think the whole
crossover appeal of Latin

artists is bigger than
ever. I think it has to do
with the fact that there
are so many Latinos in

the country at this point
and the community has

grown everywhere…Beyond
the music, it’s across the
board. Every aspect of

society. It’s fun to see it
in the mainstream of
artists and actors. It’s

great to see it now in the
form of what my

colleagues are doing. I’m
proud of all my

colleagues. That’s what
it’s all about. The Latin
community is strong.”




