
When you think of New Jersey, the first thing that comes to mind is what? Tough days.

What was the most peculiar thought you recall ever having on stage during a performance?
Watching Ronald Reagan react to my humor at his inaugural in Washington and wondering what he thought.

What’s on repeat on your iPod? Sinatra mostly.

What’s the first thing you feel like doing after a show? Having a vodka.

What is your greatest fear? To not be around to see my two grandchildren grow up. One is seven and one is five.

What do you regard as your most superfluous indulgence? Thinking about how I would have loved to
be able to play golf.

What one talent do you wish you possessed? To be a hell of a baseball player.

If you were not doing this, what would you be doing? I would have loved to be a psychiatrist. But I had trou-
ble spelling “cat” in high school.

Fill in the blank: When performing, my state of mind is…Excited.

What quality do you most admire in other artists and performers? Generating a great deal of energy.

Fill in the blank: The state of comedy today is…In good shape.

Sports or politics? Sports. Film or television? Television.

If you could be anyone else for a day, who would you be? God.

For what are you most nostalgic? Again, the inauguration of Ronald Reagan, to perform in front of him again.

What performer do you most enjoy watching? My friend, Bob Newhart.

What’s the one thing you wish someone would say or write about your act that hasn’t already
been written or said? That I’m basically not the guy they really see on stage—an average guy when it comes
to being himself with his friends.

Fill in the blank: Women respond to my act…When I flatter them.

Fill in the blank: Men respond to my act…When I make fun of their friends.

What do you most dislike about the state of the world today? War.

What do you most admire about the state of the world today? All the advantages we have in this country.

If you were an animal onstage, what animal would that be? That’s easy. A bull.

What one place in the world have you never seen but want to? Australia.

What do you regard as your greatest accomplishment? Getting this far as a headline act in my life at 81.

What is your most peaceful state of mind? Lying on the couch at home watching a ball game.

What is most intimidating about life? The challenge of always being on top of your game.

The greatest mistake one can make in love is what? To be one-sided. �
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WHEN DON RICKLES FIRST STARTED OUT IN THE ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS, he wanted to be a dramatic actor. Frustrated with the
lack of work, however, he channeled his energies into standup comedy and, before he knew it, “hockey puck” was America’s newest
barb of choice. Today, at 81, the comedian is smiling at the success of his patchwork autobiography, “Rickles’ Book: A Memoir,” which
has enjoyed several consecutive weeks on the New York Times bestseller list. But this old-school east-coaster isn’t hanging up his
stand-up tux yet, and this month he takes his act to Atlantic City. I recently caught up with Rickles—who, in person, is less the master
of slights and jabs and more the affable granddad who’s always good for a laugh or story about Frank Sinatra—and we talked about
his Cherry Hill days, why AC is different than Vegas, and what it is about bull fighting that’s so poetic.

Interviewed by Nick DiUlio

DON RICKLES

“Is this Nick? Oh gosh, why
should I talk to you? Just

kidding. I’ve been waiting. I
actually got up last night in

the middle of the night, pacing
and sweating, thinking, ‘Oh
no, I’ve got to talk to Nick

tomorrow…I used to work in
Cherry Hill, ya know. Used to
work at the Latin Casino. I
also worked the Celebrity

Room in Philadelphia. I know
that area well…The book is

doing really well. I’m
thrilled…I think when you read
it you’ll hear my voice come

through…It was my first time.
It’s tedious work, writing. You
have to keep at it…They’re all

memories, and they’re
organized as short stories,

short chapters. It’s the kind of
book you can pick up, leave in
the bathroom, and come back
from vacation and pick it right

back up again…The
atmosphere of Atlantic City is

different than Vegas. The
people are a little different.

It’s the east, where I grew up.
And the boardwalk is quite a

bit of fun, too.”




