
When you think of New Jersey, the first thing that comes to mind is what? The audience. In New Jersey
they give it up loud and full on. They’re just alive and they appreciate. For me anyway, it’s one of the best audiences
in the country. I also think of friends and ex-girlfriends, but my fiancé [Nicollette Sheridan] probably doesn’t want me
going that far back in time.

What are you currently reading? I’m actually reading a ten-year report on the VAWA [Violence Against Women
Act], and making notes for an upcoming speaking engagement. It’s something I do, something I’ve been working on
for about 14 years and finally went into law recently. It’s a bill that has already spent about $8.3 billion toward giving
women a voice against domestic abuse and violence. It’s a big deal.

What’s on repeat on your iPod? Eric Clapton’s “Sessions for Robert Johnson.”

Fill in the blank—I perform because: I love it.

What’s the first thing you feel like doing after a show? Being by myself in my dressing room and taking the
whole show in.

What is your greatest fear? Feeling incomplete.

What do you regard as your most superfluous indulgence? (He chuckles at this one.) There is nothing I
indulge in that’s superfluous. It all means something, probably in different ways and different levels. For example, I got
hooked on golf about ten years ago and there’s a Zen to it that carries on even after you walk off the course. You can
never master golf.

What one talent do you wish you possessed? I wish I could play piano. I wish I had studied it and learned it.
But I’m a guitarist. Have been since I was 13.

If you were not doing this, what would you be doing? I have no idea. The only thing I was interested in [in
school]—those two days I went—was law.

Fill in the blank—When performing, my state of mind is: In the moment.

What quality do you most admire in other artists and performers? When I see a level of commitment in
someone’s art form and a high standard that someone holds in his or her career. That’s a great thing to see from an
aspiring artist.

Fill in the blank—The state of music today is: In need of evolution.

Sports or politics? They’re both important to me. I live a life where I’m involved politically constantly but at times
like these I’m back at my room with ESPN on.

If you could be anyone else for a day, who would you be? I would never want to be anybody else. I guess
there are times I wouldn’t mind being President of the United States for a day so I could direct 200 or 300 billion
dollars toward helping this country.

What song do you most enjoy performing? It varies night to night but I would say I’m having a lot of fun with
“That’s Life.” I really love that.country.

Fill in the blank—Women respond to my music: Passionately.

Fill in the blank—Men respond to my music: These days, often the same way.

What do you most dislike about the state of the world today? The suffering of war.

The greatest mistake one can make in love is what? Not surrendering to it. �
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MICHAEL BOLTON MAY HAVE BEEN BORN AND RAISED IN CONNECTICUT, but it was right here in the Garden Sate where the
53-year-old performer spent much of his time cutting those brilliantly white teeth of his. Getting in touch with those roots on November
4 and 5, Bolton returns to Atlantic City for two shows at the Trump Taj Mahal. With the impending release of his new crooner-inspired
collection of standards, “Bolton Swings Sinatra,” the singer-songwriter is busier than ever. Not too busy, though, to make some time for
South Jersey Magazine’s newest back-page feature, Celebrity Citations.

MICHAELBOLTON

“Blues is where I
started when I was
fifteen. I’ve come

full circle…I’m
always thinking two

or three projects
ahead…

I had a record deal
when I was 16

but I didn’t have a
hit until I was 34.
It was an 18-year

walk in the desert…
You never want to
go back to your

rent checks
bouncing or the
eviction notices.

You’ll never forget
that time…”




