
When you think of New Jersey, the first thing that comes to mind is what? Green beans and
watermelon (he laughs). I did this concert back in the 70s at Great Adventure and all I had to eat was watermelon and
green beans. I always go back to that time and that show. It was just a mob scene and, like, five hours to get in and
crazy and all I had to eat was watermelon and green beans.

What are you currently reading? “The Assistants,” by Robin [Lynn] Williams. I saw her on Larry King recently
and supposedly she was an assistant to some well-known celebrities and I don’t think this book is biographical but
I’m sure she plays on some of her experiences.

What’s on repeat on your iPod? I’m enjoying the new Justin Timberlake album. But I have everything on there
from 40s and 50s to new stuff from Eminem.

Fill in the blank: I perform because I love it and it makes me happy.

What makes Atlantic City different from Las Vegas? AC kind of reminds me of old Las Vegas, when the hotels
weren’t so grand and gigantic that it didn’t take you a day to get from one end of the building to another.

What’s the first thing you feel like doing after a show? Running to the slot machines (he laughs).

What is your greatest fear? World War Three.

What do you regard as your most superfluous indulgence? The way I buy records. I used to spend my
every last dime on buying records.

What one talent do you wish you possessed? Being a better [visual] artist.

Fill in the blank: When performing, my state of mind is Concentrating on winning over the crowd and
seeing everyone enjoying themselves. Sometimes I see someone in the crowd looking so unhappy and it drives me nuts.

What quality do you most admire in other artists and performers? When they’re humble.

Fill in the blank: The state of music today is Confused.

Sports or politics? I’m not a big fan of either one.

If you could be anyone else for a day, who would you be? My father.

For what are you most nostalgic? Growing up.

What’s the greatest compliment you’ve ever received? You’re an a* (laughs heartily). No, really…when
someone who has been going through something really bad in their life comes up to me and says, ‘Your music helped
me get through this.’ 

What song do you most enjoy performing? “That’s the Way (I like It).”

Fill in the blank: Women respond to my music Hysterically.

Fill in the blank: Men respond to my music Looking at the women.

If you were an animal onstage, what animal would that be? A Golden Retriever.

The greatest mistake one can make in love is what? Not respecting that person you love. �
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celebritycitations

Q

IN 1985, THOROUGHLY WEARY OF THE ENTIRE WHIRLWIND CHAOS THAT IS THE POP-MUSIC SCENE, Harry Wayne “KC” Casey placed
his Sunshine Band in a seemingly permanent state of stasis and hung up his bellbottoms and booty-shakin’ tunes for good.
Thereafter, the man responsible for such hits as “Get Down Tonight” and “That’s The Way (I like It)” only had one goal in mind: to
settle into “a normal life” that didn’t revolve around touring, record contracts or millions of screaming fans everywhere he went.
Then, in 1991, late-night television personality Arsenio Hall announced on-air that he wanted to see a reunion of “KC & The Sunshine
Band” occur live on his stage. Unable to resist, KC, now 55, took the bait and since then has been touring with The Sunshine Band
the world over. This New Year’s Eve, the fabulously baroque ensemble will perform its high-energy show at the Hilton in Atlantic City,
and yeah, that’s the way (uh-huh! uh-huh!) we like it. We caught up with KC at his Miami, Florida abode and he told us why New
Jersey reminds him of green beans and watermelon and why he thinks of himself as a Golden Retriever.

Interview by Nick DiUlio

“KC”

“My career right now is 100
shows a year and I am very
content and comfortable…I’m
thinking about going back into
the studio but I just haven’t

done it yet…When I gave up I
gave it up because I didn’t

want to have anything to do
with the music business at all.

I didn’t want the pressure
anymore, to be told how to do

it, when to do it, when to
smile, when not to smile, when

to be happy, when to not be
happy…I gave up my heart and
soul and I just wanted to touch
reality for a moment and just
re-discover myself and I just
wanted to be ‘normal’ for a

minute…I’ve relaxed. I really
missed performing and I loved
doing it and I wasn’t doing it.
Basically, I’m just a lot more

comfortable with it. I think I’ve
accepted what happened and

understand what happened and
I’m not caught up in all of
it…We’re looking forward to
coming to Atlantic City. It’s

party time.”




