
When you think of New Jersey, the first thing that comes to mind is what? Long Beach Island. My uncle
bobby has a beach house there. And also a town called Carney’s Point. It’s full of Scottish people. If you ever 
need any Scottish stuff go there.

What are you currently reading? “Lennon’s Tomb” by David Remnick

What’s on repeat on your iPod? Any 80’s compilation. I was around in the 80’s but I was heavily medicated and
very drunk, so I enjoy it now that I can remember it.

Fill in the blank: I perform because... …of alimony.

What makes Atlantic City different from Las Vegas? AC kind of reminds me of old Las Vegas, when the hotels
weren’t so grand and gigantic that it didn’t take you a day to get from one end of the building to another.

What’s the first thing you feel like doing after a show? Having a cup of tea.

What do you regard as your most superfluous indulgence? Sneakers. I buy a lot of sneakers.

What one talent do you wish you possessed? Playing the piano.

If you were not doing this, what would you be doing? I’d probably be working in a factory in Scotland. Any
one that would have me.

Fill in the blank: When performing, my state of mind is… …frantic and relaxed at the same time. It’s kind
of like a duck—the legs are crazy bellow the surface.

What quality do you most admire in other artists and performers? Restraint.

Fill in the blank: The state of television today is… …fragmented, inconsistent.

Sports or politics? Sports.

Film or television? Television.

Newspapers or magazines? Newspapers.

If you could be anyone else for a day, who would you be? I would be Sting. It’s easy to remember.

For what are you most nostalgic? My youth and the ability to loose ten pounds in half an hour.

What performer do you most enjoy watching? Eddie Izzard  

What’s the one thing you wish someone would say or write about your show that hasn’t already
been written or said? That I am the highest paid performer in television.

What’s the greatest compliment you’ve ever received? The LA Times, when it reviewed my book [“Between
the Bridge and the River”] said it was a cross between Kurt Vonnegut and Johnny Carson.

Fill in the blank: Women respond to my material… …sometimes.

Fill in the blank: Men respond to my material… …because I am one of them.

The greatest mistake one can make in love is what? Not getting a pre-nup. �
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LONG BEFORE CRAIG FERGUSON TOOK OVER AS HOST OF THE “THE LATE, LATE SHOW” on CBS in January of 2005, he was a
scrappy (often drunk) young lad bumping about his native Glasgow, Scotland, looking for any career that would allow him to waltz
in after noon. And that’s when he discovered show business. Since then, Ferguson, now 44, has ascended to the heights of hilar-
ity with roles in films like “Saving Grace” and shows like “The Drew Carey Show.” On January 27th he will perform his uninhibited
standup routine at House of Blues in Atlantic City, but for now we’re content to learn a little something about his sneaker
obsession, the future of television and the power of alimony.

Interview by Nick DiUlio

CRAIG FERGUSON

“I’ve never been to
Atlantic City…I’ve been a
standup my whole life. 

That’s how I got into this
business…I love standup

because it’s very 
immediate and a quick
way of doing what you
want. You don’t have to
go through executives or
focus groups. Also I like

doing it because I 
don’t have to worry about

upsetting the FCC or
sponsors. So you can get 
a little wilder…I have no
idea why I was attracted

to show business.
I was looking for a

business very tolerant of
drunkenness and tardy 
arrival…I wrote novel a

couple years ago and I’m
writing another one. 

It’s called “The Sphinx of
the Mississippi.”




