
When you think of New Jersey, the first thing that comes to mind is what? Fun: Atlantic City, the
boardwalk, and many good people.

What was the most peculiar thought you recall ever having on stage during a performance?
That some of the people that don’t like us might blow up the place.

What are you currently reading? I’m not a great reader. I’m a great watcher. I like watching TV—the History
Channel. I like other things to. But I’m not a high school grad so I learned a lot from watching various educational
channels.

Fill in the blank: I perform because…I want to and I enjoy it.

What’s the first thing you feel like doing after a show? Talk to the people. I enjoy sitting down and talking
with them and signing autographs and listening to what’s on their minds.

What is your greatest fear? That I don’t get a chance to get to as many people I ‘d like to before the end.

What one talent do you wish you possessed? That I could dance. I cannot dance.

If you were not doing this, what would you be doing? I would try to be a disc jockey on satellite radio.

Fill in the blank: When performing, my state of mind is…Trying to please the people.

What quality do you most admire in other artists and performers? Well, I envy them for doing what they
do and the things I can’t do. I wish I could be better at what I do.

Fill in the blank: The state of music today is…Good. Very good. I think it’s different from what we’ve known.
People of my generation criticize it. I don’t…It’s just that I frown sometimes at some of the words I hear, especially
the ones about hurting other people.

Sports or politics? I know more about sports.

What performer do you most enjoy watching? I think of it as food. There are so many who are so good.
We just lost one I admired a lot. James Brown. I admired him a lot.

What’s the greatest compliment you’ve ever received? Just a month ago I received the [Presidential Medal
of Freedom] award from the President of United States. I don’t know who to explain that man. It was like having your
first piece of cake—and ice cream with it. I’m from Mississippi and to get to meet the President…it’s like a dream.

What do you most dislike about the state of the world today? Wars. I hate wars. Hate wars. I know that
sometime you have to go to war, but I hate killing. I do not like killing.

What do you most admire about the state of the world today? The things that people are doing today with
high techs. They are really doing things that are things I never believed would be in my wildest dreams.

What one place in the world have you never seen but want to? I wished I could have gone to part of the
Muslim world. I’m a afraid to go now, but when time was I wished I could have gone.

What do you regard as your greatest accomplishment? Staying out of trouble.

What is most intimidating to you about life? Trying to do better. Doing things I think I should do better or
trying to at least. Letting the light shine a little bit more.

What do you know is true that you cannot prove? I believe all people can do better than what they
do—but I can’t prove it. �
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THE STORY IS AS AMERICAN AS THEY COME: He grew up on a plantation in Itta Bene, Mississippi, played his guitar on street
corners for dimes, and eventually went on to become one of the most celebrated and respected musicians of the last century. Now,
at 82, Riley B. King—known to most as B.B.—finds himself on the road for the 60th year in a row, making a stop in Atlantic City
later this month. We caught up with the legendary blues man at his hotel in El Paso, TX and talked about his fear of being bombed,
his penchant for outreach and his loathsome attitude toward war.        Interviewed by Nick DiUlio

B.B.KING

“We’re calling this my
sixtieth year of touring…
I still enjoy doing it and

today is even better than
it used to be…But we’re

not doing as many dates,
cutting down…I’m in
pretty good shape. I

don’t still do this because
I have to do it. I’m doing
it because I want too…
To see the faces down

there and today I see so
many colors and many
ages and seeing those

people—knowing that I’m
in the December of my

years—seeing them laugh
and see the joy on their
faces, it’s a real thrill.

I think of the song, ‘The
Thrill Is Gone.’ The thrill
is not gone when you
walk on the stage.”




