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July 14, 2009

Blind dates: Taking a chance on love
For some, blind dates are a horror story, for others the first chapter of a lifetime
of romance

By NICK DiULIO
For the Courier-Post

It happened more than 20 years ago, but Bobbie White still remembers what first went through her
mind when she opened the door.

"I took one look at him and thought, "How in the world am I going to get out of this?' "

It was 1984 and White's insurance agent had set her up on a blind date. In an age before e-mail,
Facebook, smart phones, and e-Harmony, White and her would-be suitor only had a few casual
phone conversations by which to judge their potential compatibility. Believing there was no harm in
trying, the two decided to meet.

"Why not? At the very least I'd get a free dinner out of it," recalls White, 55, of Runnemede. "I've
always gone on blind dates because really, you just never know."

But when White opened her door to find her date dressed in a tattered leather jacket and topped with
a shock of unkempt, greasy black hair, she knew all too well that the evening was never going to get
off the ground.

"I invited him in, but the more we talked the more I just kept thinking, "I can't do this,' " White
remembers with a laugh. "I've gone out with guys who weren't that nice looking, but at least they were
clean and put together. But this? This I just couldn't do."

Blaming a minor fall she had taken the day before, White told her date she wasn't feeling well and
asked him if they could perhaps reschedule for another time. Over the next few days she avoided his
phone calls and eventually the entire episode slipped silently into memory.

"I don't think this guy had any clue. I really don't. I saw him years later, but he didn't remember who I
was, thank God," says White. "I've had some very nice blind dates, but that was a date from hell."

Whether they cause high anxiety or lead to unexpected romance, blind dates always inspire
interesting stories. But like dance cards and courtly sonnets, the blind date as the world knows it may
be on the road to romantic antiquity.

It's not that friends and family will cease playing matchmaker every now and then, but the "blind" part
of the equation may have little to do with these encounters in years to come. With our lives so
ubiquitously displayed on the Internet in full detail the idea of dating sight-unseen no longer seems,
well, necessary.

Dennis Gaudenzi, local dating expert and founder of the Cherry Hill-based SinglesEvents.com, says
this presents a catch-22 for today's singles. On one hand, sites like Facebook provide a welcomed



7/14/09 6:52 PMwww.courierpostonline.com | Printer-friendly article page

Page 2 of 3http://www.courierpostonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090714/LIFE/907140307&template=printart

preview of a potential date's looks and lifestyle. But on the other, Gaudenzi cautions people not to
allow technology to fully replace the nuances of personal interaction.

"I think most people nowadays will hop right on Google and search for whoever they're going to go
out with. That's just the way it is," he says. "And I think it's great that you can go onto Facebook or
MySpace and find out all of this information about a person. But there's something that is very
different about talking and interacting with someone. You create opinions when you don't talk to
someone and only go by what you see online. When you meet someone in person you create a
completely different opinion a lot of times, and that's the unfortunate part about what's happened with
the Internet."

Besides, says Gaudenzi, the Web can only save us from so much. No matter how many times one
Googles a future date, horror stories can still emerge. Consider, for example, the woes of JoAnne
Johnson, 44, of Gloucester Township, who says she has enough blind date horror stories to fill a
book.

"One guy I met downloaded my picture from the Internet and put it in his wallet before we met! He
thought I'd be impressed," recalls Johnson. "And then there was the time my friend thought I'd be
perfect for her cousin. Well, we met at an upscale restaurant and he showed up in a Philadelphia
Eagles T-shirt, jeans, and sneakers! And then there's the one I met for lunch. First of all, he looked
older than the picture he posted (online), and his breath was so bad before, during, and after lunch
that I almost felt ill. Yes, it was that bad."

But for every lamentable blind date story there are those instances where Lady Luck smiles and
serendipity steps in to save the day.

Take, for example, Robert Gaffin, Jr. After being married for 44 years, Gaffin's wife passed away in
2002 from Alzheimer's. In the long, trying months that followed, friends and family set him up on a few
dates here and there, but none of them were a match. And the loneliness was starting to become
unbearable.

"One night as I was lying in bed thinking about my situation, I cried out to God," recalls Gaffin. "I
literally said, "Lord, I am so lonely. Please send me someone.' Then, several days later, a long time
friend called and said she wanted to introduce me to a friend."

That friend was Florence Perry. The two met for dinner several days later and the seeds of new love
were planted.

"It was the beginning of many late night calls, meetings when her schedule allowed, birthday
celebrations, and long drives together. Love blossomed and we married. We've been together seven
years now," says Gaffin. "It was the second marriage for both of us."

And then there's the story of Rick Taylor. In November, he and his wife Bernice celebrate their 40th
wedding anniversary, which wouldn't be happening if not for a fortuitous blind date that took place in
1969.

Taylor was home for Easter break that year, and while playing basketball one afternoon a good friend
invited him over for drinks that evening.

"He asked me if he could bring his girlfriend along, and I said yes, but only if she's got a friend to
come with her," recalls Taylor, 63, of Pennsauken.

That night Taylor and his wife-to-be immediately hit it off, listening to music, sharing some cocktails,
and finding themselves mutually amazed by the ease of their connection. They went to a movie the
following weekend and 76ers game a few days after that. Five months later, they were engaged.

"I liked her personality, her style, everything. And she was very attractive. But she was also the
opposite of me, and that was just really neat," says Taylor. "Before he passed away, I told my friend
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who set us up, "If you didn't do another thing for me my entire life, the best thing you ever did was
bring Bernice on that blind date.' "

Additional Facts
Dennis Gaudenzi has a few words of caution and advice for would-be blind daters. As a local dating
expert and founder of the Cherry Hill-based SinglesEvents.com, Gaudenzi has heard almost every
story in the book.

"For the most part, it's very simple," he says. "Be yourself and go out without expecting a whole lot.
Just have some fun."

Location, location

"In my opinion you should stay away from places that take attention away from the other person. Stay
away from movies or the bar scene, for example. First time blind dates should absolutely stay away
from the bar scene. Coffee is a great idea because you have to sit and interact with that person. Or
maybe if you find out you both like the Phillies, try going to a Phillies game. Either way you need to
be interacting with that person."

Off to bad start?

"The most important thing is that you're not rude. If you're honest and a nice person, you know the
way you'd want to be treated. Just treat your date the same way. If it's not going well at all and you
have no interest, just stick with it. But that's also the reason why you don't commit to blind dates that
will take up hours and hours of time. Worst case scenario? You muddle through it."

It's over. Who calls?

"If you got along really well with your date, then call him or her when you want to call. Why does
there have to be all this angst and questioning? You got along really well, so it's never too soon to
call. If you got along really well the other person wants you to call them anyway.

"If the guy thought it went well and the girl thought it went well, there's no reason at all she can't pick
up the phone a few days later and call him. A guy will let you know immediately if he thinks things
went well or not."

Just not happening?

What if you know you never want to see this person again? "If you didn't get along you just part ways
and say, "Hey, it was nice meeting you.' That's it. I don't think there's anything wrong with that."

-- Nick DiUlio


