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For Warren Patterson it's just another day, and being single doesn't bother him in 
the least.

For Dawn Fortune, it's a time to reflect, perhaps with slight melancholy, about 
why she is still single and the eventual possibility of love.

And for Ray Walters, being single on Valentine's Day is a matter of calculation. 

"I try to make it a personal policy not to start dating before any major social or 
holiday events," said Walters, 57 of Burlington Township, at a recent singles 
event in Cherry Hill. "It adds a lot of extra overhead. So if I'm not dating some-
body by February 1st, I probably won't be."

Valentine's Day 2009 is approaching, causing many singles throughout South 
Jersey to pause and consider the nature of being partnerless during a "holiday" 
that pays homage to all things amorous.

And it seems as though many are going to let the Saturday night pass with an 
unceremonious shrug of the shoulders.

Take Patterson, for example. In between sit-down sessions at a Friday night 
"speed dating" event hosted by South Jersey Java in Voorhees, Patterson consid-
ered what it will mean to be unattached on the night of Feb. 14.
"It doesn't mean a thing to me," said Patterson, 43, of Cherry Hill. Since finaliz-
ing his divorce in October, Patterson has been taking it slow in trying to find new 
love, and there would be no point rushing it now, he said, just to have a date for 
one particular evening.

"Besides, I also think it's kind of a chick thing. Believe me, I've got more than enough to 
keep me busy."

Others are little less nonchalant. Fortune, who hosts a regular South Jersey singles group 
through Meet Up.com, said she can't help but confront some of the introspection that 
goes hand in hand with being single on Valentine's Day.



"Of course it's a little rough," said Fortune, 41, of Lumberton. "I've been single for a long 
time now and haven't found a decent relationship lately. And you'd like to have some-
body. But I would still say I think of Valentine's Day as a positive thing. You still have to 
believe there is a chance for love, right?"

If national statistics are any measure of that hope, it appears wannabe romantics are the 
rule and not the exception. According to a recent MSNBC poll, Americans spent $13.7 
billion on the holiday in 2007. Moreover, Hallmark claims V-Day is second only to 
Christmas when it comes to greeting card sales, with at least half of the U.S. population 
purchasing at least one card in anticipation of the holiday.

On the flip side, approximately one in four Americans said they didn't celebrate the holi-
day at all in 2007.

"Being single on Valentine's Day doesn't bother me at all. I don't go for all that cliche," 
said Cindy Campizzi, 47, of Washington Township. "When I was 17, it was tough to be 
alone on Valentine's Day, but not 30 years later."

Campizzi recently attended a Lock and Key singles party at Taylor's Bar & Grill in 
Cherry Hill. Having been divorced for three years, she said it was finally time to start get-
ting out and enjoying her freedom as a single individual.

"I love being single now. I love where I am and who I am right now. I get to be me. I did 
the wife, mother, raise-a-family thing, and now it's my time. And I'm having a good time 
with it."

Michelle Mayza, 47, of Woodbury, also attended the singles night at Taylor's and said she 
is equally comfortable in her single life. "I was married for 20 years, and at first I had to 
get my head on straight because I was really heartbroken. But I'm back in the game now 
and I'm cool with it," she said. "Before I was depressed and I would cry a lot. But it's 
good now. And as long as I'm happy with myself I can be happy in a relationship."

At 36, Dianna Dawson of Cinnaminson said that while she is finally at peace with being 
single after her divorce two years ago, the most difficult part is relating to her non-single 
friends.

"It's hard because when you are married you have a network of other friends who are 
married. Then you become single and it's like you're suddenly in a different place," she 
said at the close of South Jersey Java's Friday night speed date outing. "I think some of 
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them feel pity for me, but I'm like, "Ya know what? I'm good.' If I find love, that's great. 
If I don't I'm good with that, too."

But what about the approaching V-Day?

"Valentine's Day will be depressing. That's when everyone will remind you that you're 
alone and don't have anyone significant. And that kind of makes you feel a little bummed 
out," she said. "But I'm going to get myself some chocolate-covered strawberries. A pre-
sent to myself."


